Dear Reggio Study Group Participants,
First of all, please let me offer you our very best wishes for a season of hope. This week the first
immunizations for the Covid-19 virus are being given, and that bodes for some light on the horizon.
As you know, we have been in communications with Reggio Children around various possibilities
related to our planned VRA-organized study group to Reggio Emilia for March of 2020, rescheduled to
March 2021 due to Covid-19. At this time, however, we have determined that we need to cancel for
March 2021 as the pandemic still looms over the world and travel is challenging. And while we have
hope, we don’t yet have definitive information about when we will be able to travel again.
This morning I have received confirmation from Reggio Children that the funds that they have held on
deposit for us for March 2021 will be returned to us, likely early in the new year. The VRA will then
begin the process of distributing refund cheques to everyone. It is logistically impossible to simply do
e-transfers, unfortunately.
Holding on to hope, we have requested the possibility of rescheduling the Reggio study group for
March 2022. The Vancouver Reggio Association will start the process all over again of registering and
receiving payments if, in fact, we are able to move forward at a later date.
In the meantime, the VRA has offered to leave a deposit out of our own resources (not your
payments) with Reggio Children in solidarity and as an expression of ‘goodwill’ to be applied towards
future professional development opportunities.
If you haven’t already discovered these offerings, please do check out Reggio Children’s website.
They have been very creative about developing virtual courses and sessions during these months and
may help to feed the hunger for learning more about the Reggio Emilia Approach. Some are free,
others have an associated cost. They are also in the process of developing virtual study groups, and
we will let you know when we have more information about that. It’s not the same as visiting in
person, granted, but it does create new and different opportunities.
https://www.reggiochildren.it/en/e-learning/
Additionally, I encourage you to check out their digital toolbox offering. At 65 Euros, it’s remarkably
good value.
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In our work with children we know that tools, and the possibilities they offer, are fundamental in
shaping our relations with materials and expression, and we often reflect on how to present them in
the most evocative ways.
But how to offer learning tools to adults?
This first Toolbox is the fruit of our reflection on how to offer teacher and educators working with the
Reggio Emilia Approach in a variety of situations, a flexible “container” of ideas and concepts that
can be re-combined and innovated in relation to the focus of each learning journey.
The Digital Toolbox is made up of: 4 Videos + 2 Ebooks

https://www.reggiochildren.it/en/e-learning/digital-toolbox/the-myriad-forms-of-research-in-childrenand-adults/

In related news, I have also learned today that Parentbooks in Toronto will be closing soon
with the retirement of its owner. A new bookseller, Different Drummer Books, will be taking
on the distribution of Reggio resources in Canada in January.
I am sharing this note with everyone that initially registered for the study group, even if you
had previously cancelled, just to keep everyone in the loop.
In the meantime, in order for us to process your Reggio Study Group registration refund
early in the new year, please send the name of the person/organization the cheque should
be made out to, and a physical mailing address, to Laurie Kocher at lkocher@telus.net
Best wishes,
Laurie Kocher
Director, Vancouver Reggio Association

Passa una bella vacanza invernale….I migliori auguri per
il nuovo anno!
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